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OHNS AUCTION AT F.U.N. 


By Ray Flanagan 


Turtle 


Have a ‘Carved Reverse' in your collection? 
How 'bout a portrait of ‘BERT’ by 'Bo'? 
There's an auction coming - F.U.N. 
Convention, Saturday morning, January 
11, 1997 and they're both in it. Remember 
you have to be ‘in it to win it’. Lot #52, 
shown above is, according to the auction 
catalog, a ‘Reverse carving of a turtle 
(probably by Bo). Much work was required 
to transform the bison into a turtle (if you 
don't believe it, you try transforming a buffalo 
into a turtle) and the remainder of the 
reverse field above FIVE CENTS has been 
dressed. Shown of Pg. 33 of the new book. 


Lot 33 is a portrait of ‘BERT’ and is 
described by the cataloger as, 'A beautiful 
work, totally carved by 'Bo' of ‘Bert’, with the 
LIBERTY changed to 'BERT'. On a lustrous 
AU-58 1930-P coin. 'GH-33' appears on the 
collar. Expertly done with hair and beard 
beautifully carved, and a very nice 3- 


Bert by Bo 


dimentional ear created by raised metal. 
Most likely a ‘BERT by BO’" carved in 1933 
in the middle of the depression. Shown on 
Pg. 75 in the new book. 


PERTINENT PALAVERIN'S FROM 
THE PREZ 


he issue of BO TALES you are now 

reading will be the one just prior to the 

61-lot auction on Saturday morning 

January 11, 1997 at the FUN. 

Convention in Orlando, Florida. The 
catalogs should be in your hands by now and I 
hope there's something in there you have a 
hankerin' for. 

You'll note that the last few lots are 
‘hobo nickel related’ items: Post Cards, 
Custom Plastic Holders and a beautiful montage 
of Bo's and Bert's nicest works. If you can't 
attend, then be sure to get your bids to our VP, 
Ray Flanigan, by no later than Dec. 15,1996. 
A special fax number has been set up to receive 
bids, 201-492-8947 (See the catalog for Ray's 
mail address and particulars). 

On the subject of auctions, it is expected 
that a proposal to have only one OHNS auction 
& Year will be passed at our meeting at F.U.N. 
Plans are to drop the auction held at the ANA 
convention, and conduct them only at the F.U.N. 
show each January. The reason for this is 
twofold: 

First, as most of you may know, the 
majority of the original hobo nickels in all five 
auctions up to this point have been coins from 
my personal collection and very frankly, I'm 
Tunning low on them. Only about 20% of the 
lots have been submitted by members. I decided 
prior to the first auction at F.U.N. in 1995 that 
I would auction off some of my coins to give 
other collectors a chance to own an original 
hobo nickel (because they are so difficult to 
find), and to help build the membership in 
OHNS. Secondly, it takes a lot of work to put a 
catalogue together, and by going to one auction 
per year it will give members a little more time 
to (hopefully) submit lots, 

It is anticipated that we'll meet our goal 
of 400 paid-up members in OHNS by the end of 
the convention in January. You can help us 
meet that goal and have fun at F.U.N. See the 
request for HELP! at the Hobo Nickel Society 
table on the next page, Let's keep it going!!! 

Our Editor, Don Famsworth, is. still 
fighting frantically for articles for BO TALES. 
Won't you PLEASE send something for the next 


issue? It's up to YOU, as members, to support 
your organization, and this is a great way to do 
it. How ‘bout putting it on your to-do list and 
get something about hobo nickels (how you 
found one, your favorite one, a humorous story, 
etc.) off to Ray Flanigan, who will put it on a 
disk and fire it on to Don. 

We now have new membership cards, 
thanks to John Whitworth. See Bo-ette's article 
in this issue for more about this. 

Finally, for all of those of you who have 
been diligently searching for a copy of Del 
Romaines' first book on Hobo Nickels, there's 
GOOD NEWS!!! Del has had it reprinted, and 
is offering it for sale - see his ad in this issue. 
Every member should have this book, as it sets 
the tone for hobo nickel collecting and has a 
multitude of excellent and — interesting 
information on Bo and Bert. Believe me, it's a 
must! 

I'm looking forward to seeing you at 
F.U.N. in January! Until then, throw another 
potato in the pot for me and keep the fire hot! 


Zemo 


MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Gail Baker Kraljevich 


Membership in OHNS is growing at a strong & 
Steady rate. We have 341 active members. 
Renewals, inquiries and new memberships are 
clogging the PO box. Our goal of 400 active 
members before the end of the year is within 
reach, but only if we continue getting more 
people interested, and - the real key - keep 

the current members happy and get them to 
renew (on time!) 


In recent months we have taken steps to address 
some of the problems the membership has 
brought to our attention. Several of you have 
asked for membership cards. OHNS member 
John Whitworth DONATED new membership 
cards to the club. (THANKS JOHN!!!) All new 
members will now automatically receive a 
membership card with their initial packet. Any 
current member wishing a card should sent a 
request (and your dues - if they aren't already 
paid!) along with a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to: OHNS, PO Box 1409, Malvern, PA 
19355. We will ship them out as fast as we can! 


I'd like to share some of the notes we receive 
from the members - 


"Bo-Jim" Webb writes: 
"Do you know where I can find a ‘Peanut Ear’ 
Bo? Any help would be appreciated. Thanks." 


Check the OHNS auction catalogue first. Dealers 
that advertise original hobo nickels include: 


Steve "The Big One" Alpert LM #10 
P.O. Box 66331 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 


Alan Weinberg RM #400 
23321 Aetna Street 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 


Rossa & Tanenbaum RM # 230 
P.O. Box 290J16 

Homecrest Station 

Brooklyn, NY 11229-0116 


Dave's Coins (Dave "Willy" Wilson RM # 2) 
P.O. Box 567 
Jackson, NJ. 08527 


Bill "T’'m retired now” Fivaz (Pres & CLM # 1) 
P.O. Box 888660 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 


Good Luck! 


Dave Wilson sent a color xerox enlarged to three 
times life of a nice hobo. Not a bad alternative to 
regular photography! Give it a try! 


Marvyn Kelsey's pseudonym is "Honky The 
Clown." 


A sad note from "S" "Due to loss of income, I 
can’t afford my dues. Hopefully in the near 
future I can re-join. Take care." 


"Bindle Stiff" thinks we should run a short term 
1/2 off sale on Life Memberships for all 
"Hobo’s" ie. $125.00. 


We just ended a "special" at $150.00 a year. 
Perhaps the membership has same comments??? 


J. "Happy Hobo" Allen sent us a show flyer for 
the Rochester Numismatic Association’s Coin & 
Stamp Sale in October. 


Ms. Allen is a talented carver of modern hobo 
nickels. Do you "set-up" at this show? What 
other shows will we find you selling your coins? 


BOOK REVIEW 


by Mary Ann Mellema 


Done and Been By Gypsy Moon 


It has crossed my mind to drop out of the OHNS 
since I find it very difficult to acquire any 
original hobo nickels due to the price escalation 
in recent times, Yesterday, 1 went to our local 
Ocala library and came across a book that I feel 
will be invaluable to every member of the 
Society. It is entitled Done _& Been by Gypsy 
Moon and is published by the Indiana University 
Press - Bloomington & Indianapolis. The call # 
is 305.568 GYP. I don’t know what the cost is, 
but believe me you just must get this book, 
Somehow, somewhere. It will aid you 
immeasurably and give you inspiration in writing 
the newsletter. 


It contains hobo history, vocabulary, oral stories, 
food recipes and much more. Let me know when 
and if you have acquired this soft covered book 
and if my praise of it is justified. 


Therefore, after having been rejuvenated by the 
book, I have decided to renew my membership. 
Perhaps some discussion is necessary in how to 
retain the membership for those of us with 
discretionary income. Maybe members could 
relate a few paragraphs as to how they got 
involved in the Society. I would really be 
interested in reading their stories, 


In conclusion, I close with my new moniker for 
the Society. I decided to do so after Teading this 
book and realize now the significance of a 
moniker. 

“Ma" Mellema 


Thanks so much "Ma" for the info. I contacted 
book dealer Charlie Davis, and he has agreed to 
Stock this book for the members of OHNS. He 
supplied the following description of the book: 


Done_and_ Been; Steel Rail Chronicles of 
American Hobos, By Gypsy Moon, A National 
Queen of the Hobos. 


Stories of authentic old-time hobos who 
still ride the  rails--Steam-train Maury, 
Tumbleweed, Reefer Charlie, and others--pull the 
teader into a world of adventure. The author, a 
middle-class woman who served as the executive 
director of the Indiana Transportation Museum 
(and whose father at one time road the rails 
himself), teamed up with some of these modern- 
day hobos to jump the trains in search of 
adventure and self-knowledge. In a tribute to her 
spirit and friendship, she was given the hobo 
name "Gypsy Moon" and elected as a National 
Queen of the Hobos. This fascinating book ends 
with a collection of hobo recipes, including 
"Norm’s Muskrat" and "All-Day Long Jungle 
Jambalaya.” 


Done and Been by Gypsy Moon in paperback is 
available from Charlie Davis for $12.95 plus 
$2.50 shipping and handling. It has 216 pages 
with 22 black & white photos, illustrations, an 
appendix, glossary and index. There is also a 
hard bound edition for $27.95 plus $3.00 
shipping and handling. 


ORDERING INFORMATION 
Send check or MO for $15.45 (paperback) 
or $30.95 (hard cover) to: 


DID YOU KNOW...... 

We have 35 members from Califomia, 33 
from Florida and 2 from Hawaii? That’s 
70 people we can stop in to visit come 
January! 


HOBO POPE? 
(Only on an Italian Nickel!) 
by Harold P. Lahm, LM #15 


Hobo Pope? 


Did you ever hear of Pope Vittoria Emanuel? 
| did not either until yesterday when | was 
browsing through some minor foreign coins of 
my friendly coin dealer, Roy Rauch. 


| spotted a nice 1861 Italian Five Centesimi 
Cain, which | put it aside. | liked the looks of 
it...kind of unique, no, actually strange...never 
saw it before! | picked it up again, and there 
was this papal five cent coin, except it had 
Vittorio Emanuel's image on it with a splendid 
tiara. 


Well was this a pattern or what? Then | saw 
the collar, obviously engraved by someone. 
It dawned on me that the splendid tiara was 
engraved by a talented subject of King 
Vittoria Emanuel. 


Hobo nickels being my weakness, | 
convinced Mr. Rauch to part with it, so that 
the Imposter Pope would see the light of the 
day, and we can all enjoy it. 


eereceecened 


Jake Wood Writes... 
Summer 1996 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 


Hi! My name is Jake Wood, Jr. and | am a 
YN from Pennsylvania. | am addressing you 
because | was fortunate enough to receive a 
scholarship, from your organization to attend 
the ANA’s Summer Courses. 


{ just wanted to take a minute and let you 
know that | appreciated the scholarship. | 
know that many of you made donations, 
helped in the OHNS FUN auction or donated, 
bought or sold items there. Therefore | felt 
the need to let you know that it had a great 
impact on me. | not only had a "blast", and 
made several acquaintances and friends, but 
| also acquired a vast amount of knowledge. 
| came out of that week knowing more about 
numismatics than | ever did before. | was 
enlightened by J.T. [Stanton]'s classes during 
the day, and in the evening, | got many 
collectors young and old. | even met several 
OHNS Board Members. Overall, the entire 
week was both educational and fun, and | 
have all of you to thank. 


| hope that many other organizations can 
follow in your footsteps and put back towards 
the hobby. It is great to know that there are 
so many YNs, but it is greater to know that 
there are older numismatists that care 
enough to put it together and donate to a 
scholarship fund. 


Once again, thanks to all of you who 
contributed in any way towards my trip, YN’s 
or the preservation of the hobby. Thanks!!! 


Jab ab ebb 


Modern Hobo Nickels: Buy directly from the 
one who makes them. Excellent Quality. 
$6.50 each plus postage. NYS - Add 8% tax. 
Ms J. "Happy Hobo" Allen, RM #18, 2261 
Monroe Ave. Rochester N.Y. 14618 Happy 
Holidays! 


WATCH THOSE EDGES, FOLKS!!! 
Bill Fivaz 


Some time ago a member submitted a coin 
for authentication that to the authenticators 
‘just didn't look right’. After looking at many 
hobo nickels over the years you develop 
almost a 6" sense about them, and an alarm 
goes off in your head that says “WHOA! 
wrong with this picture (or in this case 


The owner of the coin indicated that 
we may use the photos in BO TALES, and in 
this case we're fortunate, as it is a good 
learning process for all of us. 

Here is a photo of the obverse 
(‘carved’) side of the coin. The first thing 
you should notice is how small “LIBERTY” is, 
and how far away it is from the rim. Also, 
the “dressed” portion of the field, especially 
behind the head, where the feathers were, 
appears very smooth, with little or no 
evidence of having the metal removed. 

The next photo is that edge, 
confirming the fact that this is a ‘put- 
together’ piece. The description on the 
certification form reads: 


‘This is one of several counterfeit hobo 
nickels seen recently. It is felt that this 
coin itself is counterfeit, and the obverse 
probably diestruck by the hobo design 
die. The coin has been split and resealed 
(note the edge) with the reverse not 
properly aligned with the obverse (another 
characteristic of many counterfeits). The 
‘mushy’ design features on the obverse 
(LIBERTY, etc.) and the two raised lines 
on the reverse, through and above the 
buffalo, are also diagnostics of a bad 
piece.” 


We're all constantly in a learning mode (or 
should be!), and this is an excellent example 
of what not to buy as an original hobo 
nickel. Check that third side of the coin (the 
edge), as there's no telling what you'll find 
there. As a matter of fact, | just 


authenticated a very nice original piece that 
had ‘EW', ‘LOS ANG' and what appeared to 
be ‘1-14-21' on the edge of the coin. 
Probably the carver's initials, and where and 
when he carved it. Most people would have 
missed it, but the owner spotted it and made 
sure he mentioned it when he submitted the 
coin. 


The bottom-line is, check you potential 
purchases carefully, and ensure the coin is 
original, not a die-struck counterfeit or a ‘put- 
together’ piece. 


Obverse View 


ere it is! The original HOBO NICKEL. 

BOOK is coming back. J&D Coins has 

announced that reprints of Hobo Nickel 

Book #1, HOBO NICKELS is planned 
for later this year. According to Del ‘Slickrock’ 
Romaines, author of the book, J&D Coins ‘is 
presently planning on having 100 copies 
reprinted.’ The book, says Dell, contains 
considerable information which is not in the 
second book and will greatly assist all of the 
OHNS members in further understanding of the 
hobo nickel, [Many new members have joined 
our society since this book went out of print. 
Here's a chance to get a copy of this very 
readable book - too bad they're limiting 
publication to 100 copies..Ed]. For advance 
reservations for a copy of this book, Del requests 
that you send check of money order in the 
amount of $17.95 (postage paid) to: 


If all copies are not sold through this ad, 
remaining copies will probably be available at 
FUN in January, 1997. 


seeker eee 


We have a new printer. Beginning this ycar 
BO TALES is being printed by our part-time 
auctioneer JT Stanton. JT's new business is 
devoted to printing original hobo recipes, BO 
TALES, numismatic and other generally 
important material. He calls it Document Xpress 
and he is located at 2000 Business Center Drive 
in Savannah, GA 31405. If you can't stop by 
you'al call him at 912-234-4122. You can also 
fax complements about the printing to him at 
912-234-1674. 


Abana Obie 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


Wanted - Back issues of BoTales from Vol 1-1 
to Vol 3-2. Please call or write me at 1-914-835- 
0277. Have a nice day! Carmen J Recce, Box 63, 
Harrison, N.Y. 10528. 


skteeeeeeet 


HELP! 


We need help. Lot's of it. As many of you have 
heard, and some of you have read, the F.U.N. 
Convention is being held in Orlando January 9- 
12. Want to have some fun at F.U.N?_ We 
need volunteers to help staff the Original Hobo 
Nickel Society Table. Hobos are needed Thur 
(1/9), Friday (1/10), Saturday PM (1/11) and 
Sunday AM (1/12). 


After much consideration and soul searching it 
was decided to close the table for the duration of 
the Hobo Nickel Auction Saturday morning. 


Main duties include showing the auction lots, 
handing out application forms and, if you have 
any idea at all, explaining why you joined the 
OHNS to interested non-members. You also get 
a chance to meet some very interesting people - 
on both sides of the table. Bill (our President) 
always stops by, as does Dallas, H,O, Buddah, 
Bo-ette and numerous other luminaries (no, JT is 
not a luminary). 


This is an ONHS function and something all of 
the members can participate in, so if you would 
like to help (even if you wouldn't like to but fee! 
obligated to do something to help the club) 
you'd be more than welcome. Times are 
available all four days. 


Write or fax Ray Flanigan the times you'd be 
willing to help - he'll prepare a list and send 
everyone who volunteers a copy showing who's 
going to be there and when. And if you forget to 
write and didn't read the President's message so 
don't know the fax number - stop by the table, 
introduce yourself and sign up there to help out 
for an hour or two. 


MORE RON LANDIS CREATIONS! 


F-254 


SUBJECT: Bald Clown with Ruffled Collar 
COIN DATE: Philadelphia Type II, Grade F 
AUTHENTICATORS: (1) Fivaz and (2) Farnsworth 


PROBABLE ARTIST: Bo 

ORIGINAL: (1) Yes, (2) Yes 

QUALITY OF WORK: (1) Superior, (2) Superior 

OWNER: Harry Carskadon 

COMMENTS: (1) Very similar (raised metal ear, ruffled collar, etc.) to one done by Bo (and signed) 
which will be in the Heritage 1997 F.U.N. auction. Nice work done on eye, nose and around (sad) mouth. 
One of Bo’s best clown carvings. (2) The ear is very, very attractive and was created by raised metal. 


Entire coin including hair was carved. Done on a type II "P" nickel graded F. 


DATES: (1) October 29, 1996, (2) November 11, 1996 


F-255 


SUBJECT: Reverse Carving of Mule and Shanty. 
COIN DATE: 1913 T-1 Nickel, Grade XF 
AUTHENTICATORS: (1) Fivaz and (2) Farnsworth 


PROBABLE ARTIST: Bo 

ORIGINAL: (1) Yes, (2) Yes 

QUALITY OF WORK: (1) Superior, (2) Superior 

OWNER: Harry Carskadon 

COMMENTS: (1) Very rough dressing work in field (which to this authenticator is most attractive). A 
favorite subject of Bo’s, reminiscent of his early days in Mississippi. Not completly dressed as part of 


FIVE still shows. (2) Background was chisled and completely filled (only the "V" of "FIVE" is visible. 


Mule and house in background were carved. A very attractive piece of art done on an XF Type I 1913 
nickel. 


DATES: (1) October 29, 1996, (2) November 11, 1996 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY 
SUBMISSION FORM FOR 


REGISTRATION/CERTIFICA TION 


This certification service for Hobo Nickels and Hobo Carvings is provided for members and non-members of the Original Hobo 
Nickel Society. It is an independent opinion on the authenticity of any Hobo Carving on a U.S. Coin. All submissions will be 
reviewed by two authenticators and will receive a registration/certification form completed by both authenticators with quality 
grade, comments, and photo. 

No refunds will be made, 


PLEASE SUBMIT ONE FORM WITH EACH COIN TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHENTICATORS: 


Del Romines Bill Fivaz Don Farnsworth 

P.O. Box 1586 P.O. Box 888660. P.O. Box 1051 

Tucker, GA 30085-1586 Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Burlington, MA 01803 
Owner's name: 


Address: 


Phone Number: (Optional), 


Owner's value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): S 


OHNS Member? (circle one) Yes No Membership #. 


Registration/Certification fee structure 
(Please make all checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society) 


Members: $15.00 per coin* Non-members: $25.00 per coin* 
Bulk rates for members only: ten or more coins submitted at the same time - $12.50 per coin* 
Each coin must be accompanied by a separate form. 
*Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. 
For coins valued over $100.00 by the owner, please enclose sufficient funds for insurance and Registration/Certification. 


ALL SUBMISSIONS WHETHER DEEMED TO BE "ORIGINAL" OR "NEO-BOS" WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHED 
AND REGISTERED (1) OR CERTIFIED (2). 
(1) REGISTERED - Certified as.an original piece and assigned a registration number (witl photo). 
(2) CERTIFIED - Ceniified asa "neo-bo" with no registration number (with photo), 


Tunderstand that the opinion rendered by the examiner on my submission is strictly that, an opinion, and ic not a guarantee that the item is genuine. It is 
however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists i but may reach different conclusions. 
‘No warranties are expressed rendered. 


| authorize the OHNS to use a photograph of this coin and my name (name only, not address) if it so desires 


rt m 

PHOTO [] NAME | | [) 
ea Lee Lu 

YES NO YES NO 


Signature of Submittor Date 


OHNS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 
Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 

Regular (@$10 per year) Life ($250) Youth under 19 ($5) 
I'm enclosing an additional $12, please send me the club tee-shirt size 

Lam also enclosing a donation of _______for the OHNS YN Scholarship program 

NAME: Moniker (Nickname): 

ADDRESS: 


J agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 


Signature: 
Make checks payable to: The Original Hobo Nickel Society 
Please send to OHNS Attention: "Bo-ette," PO Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355 
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